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LThis report covers the period starting 26" December 2022 (AGM 16) to April 2022 (AGM 17). The financial
/auditreport covers the calendar year 2022.



SARAWAK HERITAGE SOCIETY (SHS)

SHS was set up as a non-partisan, non-governmental and non-profit organization in
2007.

The mission of SHS is to promote and advocate for the conservation, permanent
preservation and sustainable management of Sarawak’s significant cultural heritage
assets, both tangible (buildings, monuments, sites, cultural landscapes, objects) and
intangible (traditional arts and crafts, customs and traditions, food).

The vision of SHS is a Sarawak where all stakeholders value the rich and unique
cultural heritage and diligently contribute, directly or indirectly, to its ongoing
sensitive and sustainable protection, conservation and management.

Address

c/o 67 Main Bazaar
93000 Kuching.
Sarawak. Malaysia.

Hotline
+6018 988 2343

Email
sarawakheritagesociety@gmail.com

Website
www.sarawakheritagesociety.com

Facebook
Sarawak Heritage Society SHS


mailto:sarawakheritagesociety@gmail.com
http://www.sarawakheritagesociety.com/

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (2020/2022)

President Datin Rosemarie Wong
Vice President Donna Yong

Hon. Secretary Chung Sung Siong
Hon. Treasurer Chua Yaw Chiang

Committee Members
Ar William Khoo
Ar Joy Natalie Cotter
Ar Yon Syafni Binti Samat
Traci Ann Tay

Michael Liew ** ** Co-opted in December 2022
Membership admin: Ming Hung
Website admin: Francis Frey
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PAST SHS PRESIDENTS

2020 - 2022 James SL Yong

2016 - 2020 Dato Sri Robert Jacob Ridu
2014 - 2016 Karen Shepherd

2012 - 2014 Hong Boon Kheng

2010 - 2012 Joseph Ingai Gasing

2008 - 2010 Mike Boon Chee Khian
2006 — 2008 Datu Aloysius Abg Dris



PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Dear fellow members of e Samwak Herilage Sadcety,

i iz my pleasure 1o webcome all of you 1o our Annual Genesal
Meating (AGM ).

So before we start, M'd Eke o speciically mention hem G4a).
While | dont want 1o de¥act fom e mandalosy agenda flems,

il you've not already given “the matier of 8 HO Office of Heritage
for SHS" some thought, could | please ask you lo do a0 while
we proceed, as il i our firm bebel, as a commiliee, that the ime has come for SHS b have
& base, 8 HO we can operate from. el help o brand our valuable organisaion io
governmeant, he basinesses of Samwak, and 1o the good ciizens of Sarawak in our quest o
ensure we have “a country with a past, and not “the empliness of a bamen conlinent”.

The last AGM was hebd on 21 Decamber 2022, As with many chill socely osjanisalions, the
resiiclions necessilated by the Covid-19 pandermic have had a negalive impact on our

activites and previous AGMa. Thie non-election AGM, is hald 5o close 1o the last for house-
keeping and administeative purposes, and in a Did 1o reguiate our AGM Bmaines back 10 he

noana stipulaled, in accordance with gudelnes by the Registry of Socetes (ROS).

As the President of SHS, | would ke 1o take a moment 1o rellect on e importance of
hedlage, post-covid recovery, e polental of hedlage toudsm for sustainable devebpment
and for the impsovemeant of local velihoods, wellbeing, and communty =aBence. Heritage
\ourism has become an increasingly popukar fonm of 104riam in many couninies, and has
frequently been used 1o creale nevw job opporunilies and improve bocal Bvelihoods. The

pandemic has shown how any country with a wealth of heritage assels should cagitalise on
his. One way of doing =0 was 1o shmulale domestic and regional lounsm T neghbouning

counties by improving stmtegies and products 1o tanget locals instead of fomign vaiors 1o
achieve this objective.

Heritage ks not just about presesving dd bulldings or IRATBONS; il is aboul ack nowbadaging our
past and kamang from il. As Sarawalkians, we ane bsssed with 8 vibrant and diverse cullus
hat is unégue 1o this pan of the workd. Owr heritage defines who we ane, and it is our

respons iblity 1o protect, document and preserve it for fulure generations.

SHS was established 17 years ago, and has always been run by 8 oommities of voluntesrs
and Ee-randed people. SHE's mission is 1o promoie the conservalion, penmanant
presesvabion and sustanable management of Sarawaks unigue cultural heritage assels
both tangible and inlangible.

SHS is guided by our grinciple objective of 3°As - Awareness, Advocacy and Advisory.
The fist A i AWARENESS ... we ¥y o onganige public talks, wosshops & skdy visis. SHS
alao desipned e finst heritage walk for Obd Kuching. In addilion, we have a newsklier, a
websile, Facebook and Instagram page, and a Whats Agp chalgroup to keep he herilage
community connecied. Our "Herilage Speaker Sedes”— slaned some years ago and we
have had many ineresting speakers share Meir work and insighls on heritage issues wilh
us. We have had for instance, Mr Colin Hygaie, who shared his father's siory as a prisoner
of war in Samwak , architect Dr John Ting's talk on "Sarawak’s unikpwe Fraditon of Bmiber

shophouses”, Dr Kil Pearse on "The Sarawak Forest Supermarke!, ankst Ramseay Ong on
his work using vanous iradilional medium, Dr Chua Al Lin from the Shgapore Hedlage



Socety on "Placemaking, Communiies and Cihl Socety in Sustainable Heritage
Conservaton”, Datuk S Lim Chomg Keal on "Herlage and Conservaiion™. SHS also did a
talk on “Reviving the Magic of Chinese Opera®, with help frm some mambers of a local

opera roups 10 demonsirale opera echniques .

The second A s ADVOCACY .. we speak oul whenever we 92 any Sarawak heritage

assets are nol being properly mainained or managed. Whether il is a hertage bulding o
monument, of a cullural radiion, art or crafl . ... our rode is o highlight iL We engage with
govermiment and pdvale secions, academia and indiedusts where needed . Ouf immediaie-

pas! president, Mr James Yong, now sils on he Sarawak Heritage Councll, a body cmaled
o adviee he Sarawak Government on heritage mallers. [n oher words, we Iry 1o be the
voice of the communily whenever hesitage issues are Brought up.

Thea thied A iz ADVISORY ... Heritage managameant s 8 mulli-disciplinary anea. Paaple
inferesied in profecting haritage include diverse professions - archilects, own planners,
historians, museologists, social soenlists, alists, practiionans of cullure, el | in fact
anybody can 1ake an inlerest and bearn mode aboul Saraw ak heditage bacawse hantage

belongs o us. |nlenms of Advisony, over lime, we ane bullding our e capacity as well asa
network of peopie with knowledge and expertise on all different aspects of sustainabie
hedlage management, so that when advice i neaded, we tyy 10 halp of Bnk up 1o the night
specialists.

My gincere appeciation io all who have helped and supporied SHS fwoughou the yeas,
and we hope you will continue 1o play an active rode and help us prolec! the unique heritage
of Sarawak.

We opemte mainky on membenship fees, cocasional donatons and periodic fund-raising
acivities. SHE mambenship is inexpansive and il I8 8 worlly cause . 90 | woull wge any of
you who have Fends and families who are inlerested in doing mose for Sarawaks herlage

0 SN U A8 Mambers.

Thank yow
Mmmrﬁq.nq-.m
President

Samwak Heritage Socety



AT A GLANCE

3,061 Facebook Likes

1,605 Instagram Followers

1,459 visitors & 3,031 page views to SHS
website

3 Public/Member Events
247 Participants at Events
2 Key Government Engagements

(Minister of Tourism, Arts, Culture
+ Sarawak Museum Dept)

115 SHS Members



MEMBERSHIP

As of April 2023, SHS has 115 members. The total of 115 breaks down as follows: 99
ordinary members, 10 affiliate members (members who do not reside in Sarawak) and 6
student members. We have welcomed 10 new members since the Dec 2022 AGM.

Compared to the membership of 133 at the time of the 2022 AGM (26/12/2021), there is a
decrease of 13% over the period. In the period we have welcomed 10 new members. As
this is a short committee term for only 4 months, we hope to attract more new members
through our future activities for the remainder of our term in 2023-2024.

It is worth recalling that the membership fees have remained unchanged — at RM50/year
or RM120 for 3 years for Ordinary and Affiliate Members, and RM25/year for Student

Members — since the launch of a membership drive end of 2014. Most members have
subscribed to the reduced 3 years rate.

ACTIVITIES and PROJECTS

Government Liaison / Public Policy Dialogue

ACTIVITIES & PROJECTS

Engagement with Government

On 21st March 2022, our ExCo met with YB Dato Sri Hj
Abdul Karim Hamzah, Minister of Tourism, Creative
Industry and Performing Arts. This meeting was a
courtesy call to the Ministry to raise support for our
future plans and missions while introducing our new
exco to the Minister.

On March 27%, the exco members paid a courtesy call to
the newly appointed Director of Sarawak Museum,
Puan Nancy Bte Johli. The meeting was for among
others, the continuation of our collaboration,
engagement, and support with the Museum for
community based programmes.

On 21st March 2022, our ExCo was invited to attend the
State Tourism Steering Committee Meeting, chaired
by YB Dato Sri Hj Abdul Karim Hamzah, Minister of
Tourism, Creative Industry and Performing Arts.

2 Membership goes on calendar year. “In the event of a member failing to pay his subscription for six months, his
membership shall be deemed to have lapsed.” (SHS Constitution, clause 4.5)



Partnering and Networking

e Supported and participated in a freelancer heritage related event for Peranakan culture.

® Collaboration with Kuching Heritage Race:
» SHS contributed 3 teams of 5 to participate.
¢ “Rice Unites” team of SHS members
» “Rojak Kuceis” team of UNIMAS + SHS
¢ “Salvation Army Girls” team.

(s o 4

18th March 2023 18th March 2023 14th April 2023, A Peranakan Soiree at Tal Tai Restaurant
SHS-backed Herttage Race Teams SHS-backed Heritage Race Teams

Activities and Events
» Heritage Speakers Series (December 2022) - Heritage Conservation and Adaptive Reuse
featuring Mr. Rosli Bin Haji Nor, Ar. Tan Bee Eu & Ar. Au Tai Yeow ; 73 participants

» Heritage Speakers Series (March 2023) - Surviving the Sword featuring Mr. Colin Hygate
; 79 participants

® Heritage Speakers Series (April 2023)- ‘Bergendang’ and its Spatial use in Traditional
Sarawak Malay House ; 95 participants

18th December 2022 - Participants and speakers of 1st March 2023, Participants and Speaker of Surviving 158th April 2023, Speaker and Participants of
Heritage Conservation and Adaptive Reuse. the Sword ‘Bergendang’ and its spatial use in Traditional Sarawak
Malay House.



Upcoming Activities & Projects

» Monthly Heritage Speaker Series / Heritage Workshop (Monthly)
e Visit to Private Yu Lin Art Gallery (June)

e Participate in International Museum Day (July/August)

e Collaboration with UNIMAS to Document Built Heritage (Measured Drawings)

Storage Office Space

SEARCH FOR A SARAWAK HERITAGE SOCIETY “HOME”
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Proposal for Textile Museum



ACCOUNTS

The accounts presented at this AGM cover the period Jan-Dec 2022, and have been audited
by Richard Kiew & Company.

The Statement of Comprehensive Income shows a total accounting income of RM 24,596.67
of which a net 2022 income of RM 19,000.00 was a grant received from the Ministry of
Tourism, Creative Industry & Performance Arts Sarawak, for the Heritage Speakers Series,
RM 1,038.00 was donation from members, RM 3,625.00 from membership fees and RM
933.67 from fixed deposit interest income. Cash expenditure stood at RM 3,492.93, leading
to a surplus of RM 21,103.74.

As of end of December 2022, the bank account balance stood at
RM 33,621.26.

[for details, see the audited Financial Statements report]

SOCIAL MEDIA

The SHS website (www.sarawakheritagesociety.com) and Facebook presence continued
to contribute to the visibility of the Society. The Facebook page currently has around 3,089
followers and 3,061 ‘Likes’ and1,605 Instagram visitors. The website, which functions
mainly as a resource base, attracted some 3,031 page views by 1,459 visitors from July
2021 to of end Nov 2022 for the term ending 2022-2023.The ‘SHS Community’
whatsapp chatgroup currently about 100 members.
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