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COMMUNITY CULTURAL HERITAGE PROJECT

“ Reminiscing forgotten treasures ... SINJAWAN"
This is a joint project implemented by Sarawak Heritage Society & The Talent & Art Performing Group.
for Swee Gek Kung Siniawan Sarawak & Supported by BlueScope Lysaght (Sarawak) Sdn Bhd

Two years ago, Siniawan bazaar was a fired street
flanked by dilapidated wooden shophouses. Its glory
days were long behind it, its old world charm masked by
decay. Faced with the final decline of this once bustling
trading post, SHS initiated this community-based cultural
heritage conservation project, with the intention of
recapturing the spirit of the Siniawan old town and
recording its cultural significance.

The intervening period has seen the renaissance of
Siniawan.  The buildings have been rejuvenated,
architectural measured drawings Ilaid down,
photographs taken, and oral histories recorded. One of
the objectives of this project has been to proliferate
heritage conservation awareness and education at the
local community level. Through various workshops such
as the "“Little Local Heritage Tour Guide", local children
have been taught to appreciate their cultural heritage
through various form of performing medium, techniques
on research / interview /recording, and a basic
knowledge for appreciation of heritage buildings.

The project has now developed a life of its own. As the
local community have seen their heritage restored, a
new enthusiasm for the future of their community has
flourished. A weekend night market, instituted under the
Penghulu's lead after the success of the 2010 Mooncake
Festival, continues to draw in life.

So, with the past salvaged and documented and the
communal life of the town revived, SHS wanted to bring

the process into the present. The goal is now to
document the human activities which give substance to
the historical context - in short, to record the new found
spirit of the place.

To this end, renowned local artist Hoan Kee Huang has
been commissioned to produce a series of paintings,
capturing the daily life of the town. These oils are due to
be exhibited, in partnership with the Sarawak Museum, in
February 2012.

This artistic recognition was extended in this year's high-
light of SHS's Siniawan Community Cultural Heritage Pro-
ject— the activity entitled "From Studio to Old Street -
Capturing Cultural Heritage Through Art".

For this event, 73 people from various organisations and
from the general public gathered at Hao Hao Café at
8am on the 3rd of September. Following a narration of
the story of Siniawan by SHS IPP Mike Boon, they dis-
persed through the street to take up their vantage points.
They were accompanied by Mr. Hoan Kee Huang and his
fellow artist and pioneer of the Sarawak Fine Art Society,
Mr Foo Syn Hee and assisted by Mr Stanley Jong of Talent
& Art Performing Group (Woujiaoji). The event was pho-
tographed by Wixin Photography.

The results speak for themselves— a wealth of sketches,
documenting streetscapes, shop fronts and architectural
details, large and small. This is the story of Siniawan told
from the perspective of the community—an intersection
of the past and the present. This is the spirit of the place.
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Aritists, old and young, engrossed in their work.

The whole group, satistied after sharing their moming's work.
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