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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
It has been an eventful year for the Sarawak Heritage Society (SHS).
SHS has been pursuing two broad thrusts of activities.
The first has been our engagement with government leadership, where
we tried to encourage an ongoing dialogue with key decision makers
on management policy, strategy, regulatory, governance, enforcement
and project matters related to heritage management. During the past
year, the SHS executive committee had called on the Sarawak Chief
Minister, Datuk Amar Abang Zohari Abang Openg, where we
presented SHS’ perspectives on Sarawak heritage, its critical issues
and problems and possible resolutions. On the suggestion of CM, we also met with the
Minister of Tourism, Arts, Culture, Youth & Sports, Datuk Haji Abdul Karim Rahman Hamzah,
to delve deeper into specific initiatives. We were further invited by the Ministry of Urban
Development and Natural Resources to participate in a Lab on heritage conservation.
The second area has been our ongoing awareness building programmes for members and
the public. This has been through study visits, film shows, workshops and the SHS “Heritage
Speaker Series” of talks. Together with our website and FB presence, we believe that this
help to deepen public appreciation of Sarawak’s unique cultural heritage – both tangible and
intangible - and highlight the importance of heritage protection, conservation and
management.
I am happy to report that the Registrar of Societies has approved our revised Constitution
which was passed at the previous AGM. Our proceedings will be in accordance with the new
Constitution which is available on the SHS website.
Going forward, I hope many more members of the public will join SHS. A strong and stable
membership base will reinforce SHS’ credibility, power of advocacy, and capacity to engage
government and private entities in dialogue. I call on current members to come forward and
contribute actively to our initiatives with your varied technical, marketing or administrative
skills. With stronger membership and germane competencies, it would be advantageous to
co-opt a Panel of Specialists to look into different spheres of Sarawak’s tangible and
intangible heritage. SHS requires fresh inputs and so would like to request members to invite
your friends and family who may be motivated by SHS’ cause to sign up.
Finally, I would like to extend my sincere thanks to the Committee and all the other members
who have helped and supported SHS throughout the year, including other civil society
organisations such as Friends of Sarawak Museum (FoSM), Pertubuhan Arkitek Malaysia
(PAM) and Borneo Art Collective. We look forward to continued, active partnerships with
them and other likeminded bodies and organisations on common causes.

Dato Sri Robert Jacob Ridu
President
Sarawak Heritage Society
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ACTIVITIES
Position Paper
In November 2017, we developed a Position Paper to introduce the Sarawak
Heritage Society and to elaborate on the society’s views relating to heritage
protection, conservation and management. We clarify how SHS can play a key role in
advocating for heritage issues and raising public awareness. We also express what
we hope to see from the Government and other stakeholders in Sarawak [see
Appendix].

Government Engagement
Meeting with Sarawak Chief Minister
On 14th Nov 2017, the SHS Committee led by its President Dato Sri Robert Jacob
Ridu paid a courtesy call to the Chief Minister of Sarawak Datuk Patinggi Abang
Zohari Abang Openg.
We presented the SHS position
paper and discussed the status of
Sarawak’s heritage conservation
framework, how SHS can play a
key role to pilot a baseline study
on Kuching’s heritage zone and
to
work
with
the
State
Government to strengthen our
cultural heritage management.
We also raised the possibility of
adopting a Heritage Impact
Assessment approach to future
development proposals.

Meeting with Minister of Tourism, Arts, Culture, Youth & Sports
On 15th December 2017, The Sarawak Heritage Society Committee led by its
President Dato Sri Robert Jacob Ridu paid a courtesy call to the Minister of Tourism,
Arts, Culture, Youth and Sports, Datuk Abdul Karim Rahman Hamzah.
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We explored a variety of
heritage
management
issues and proposed a
built heritage baseline
study, using independent
consultants, that would
include
a
technical
assessment of buildings
and
documenting
heritage assets within
defined "heritage zones"
of Kuching.

Participation in Ministry of Urban Development and natural Resources
(MUDNR) ‘Lab’ on Heritage Protection & Conservation
On 11-12th January 2018, SHS President and three members of the Executive
Committee attended a two-day Lab organised by the Ministry of Urban Development
and Natural Resources. Invited were representatives from various government
departments and other stakeholders. The SHS team emphasised the importance of
carrying out a Technical Baseline Study of Old Kuching, as well as an Institutional
Baseline Study/Review.

Public Outreach
SHS e-Newsletter: ‘Misc Heritage News”
Three issues of the “MISC. HERITAGE NEWS” were
published (Nov 2016-Feb 2017, Mar-Jul 2017 and Aug
2017 - Jan 2018). This periodic e-newsletter
consolidates relevant news on cultural heritage in
Sarawak and the region.
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Talks, sharing sessions
Heritage Speakers Series: “Ethos, Heritage, Conservation & Advancement” Datuk Seri Lim C. K.
On 5th May 2017, Datuk Seri Lim
Chong Keat captivated the audience
at The Ranee Boutique Suites with a
presentation titled “Ethos, Heritage,
Conservation & Advancement”.
Attendance: 52 persons.

Datuk Seri Lim Chong Keat spoke with passion
on cultural values and conservation concerns

Sharing Session with Think City
On 8th July 2017, Think City Sdn Bhd (a subsidiary of Khazanah Nasional Berhad)
did a sharing session at ZINC, Kuching. This was a ‘members only’ event. Think
City’s Mr Ram Murali (Programme Director for Penang-Georgetown/Butterworth)
shared the organisation’s activities/experience in heritage conservation/management,
followed by a rich Q&A session. Think City also left a set of brochures, including a
“Simple Guide to Heritage Management Plan” and a copy of the Muzium Negara
Conservation Management Plan (KL) developed by them in 2016. Mr. Ram Murali’s
colleagues, Ms. Nicole Thum and Puan Kartina were also at the session.
Attendance: 12 persons.

Heritage Speakers Series: Urban regeneration approaches and GIS/urban
mapping - Dr Matt Benson & Dr Ceelia Leong, Think City
On 12th Jan 2018, our invited Think City
executives Dr Benson and Dr Leong shared
their insights and experience. Dr Benson
spoke on urban rejuvenation and heritage
conservation work in Penang & KL, Malaysia
while Dr Leong described her project using
GIS for urban mapping in Luang Prabang, Lao
PDR.
Attendance: 21 persons.
Dr Ceelia Leong and Dr Matt Benson from Think City with
Francis Frey, SHS committee member
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Heritage Speakers Series: “Transformation of Cultural Identity:
Refurbishment of Garcimunoz Castle”, (Spain) - Dr Izaskun Chinchilla

The

On 5th Dec 2017, as part of SHS' Heritage Speaker Series, we had internationally
reknown architect Dr Izaskun Chinchilla give us a lecture entitled “Leading with the
Transformation of Cultural Identity: The Case of the Refurbishment of Garcimunoz
Castle” on how she, her firm and a group of other architects worked on the innovative
transformation of a medieval castle in Spain.
Attendance: over 50 persons.

Garcimunoz Castle, Spain.

Dr Chinchilla speaking on the
innovative transformation
of a Spanish medieval castle

Heritage Speakers Series: WW2 Shipwrecks off Santubong - Ernest Teo
On 13th Feb 2018, Mr Ernest Teo, a professional diving instructor, wreck diver, SHS
Vice President and advocate for the protection of the WW2 Japanese shipwreck
historical sites gave a talk on “Borneo’s WW2 Japanese Shipwrecks: An Underwater
Living Museum”.
Attendance: about 35 persons.
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Ernest Teo speaking on Japanese shipwrecks in Borneo

Heritage Speakers Series: “The Endangered Arts of Sarawak” - Edric Ong
On 9th Mar 2018, well-known artist, architect, designer and President of Society
Atelier Sarawak, Mr Edric Ong gave a talk on “The Endangered Arts of Sarawak”
where he shared Sarawak’s rich palette of tribal artisanal legacy which is in danger of
extinction. He cautioned that the diverse motifs, material culture and crafts of the
peoples of Sarawak would be lost if not preserved.
Attendance: 33 persons.

Edric Ong highlighting endangered arts and crafts

Site visits, walks
Visit to Darul Maziah (Datuk Bentara’s Residence), Kuching
On 2nd December 2017, SHS members had the privilege of visiting the traditional
Malay heritage house "Darul Maziah" in Kampong No 6, on Jalan Ajibah Abol. The
house is currently home to Tuan Haji A.S. Jaya and his family, who were very
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gracious hosts and all had an enlightening time at the house. A.S. Jaya and his
nephew Arif Arabi, (who is also an SHS exco member) gave us a brief history of the
house and various people who had lived in it. This was followed by refreshments and
an informal tour of the place.

Darul Maziah – a beautifully preserved Malay heritage house

SHS members who visited Darul Maziah pose with
Tuan Haji A S Jaya and wife (seated)

A Stroll Through Kuching’s Chinese History
On four consecutive Saturdays in
October 2017, as part of the “What
About Kuching 2017”
(WAK 2017)
festival, SHS member Paul Gerarts led
heritage walks for the public around the
streets of old Kuching to showcase its
Chinese heritage.
Attendance: 65 persons
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Film Screening
On 4th July 2017 at 7pm, a screening of “The Airmen
and the Headhunters” took place at the Auditorium of
the Islamic Information Centre, Kuching. This was a
survival story of survival and heroism based on a
1944 event where a scattered crew of military airmen
from a B-24 bomber shot down off the Borneo coast
were met by Dayak tribesmen from the mountainous
jungle. Together the unlikely combined force helped
destroy one of the last Japanese strongholds.
Admission was free but the invitation was restricted
to members and their families.
Attendance: 28 persons.

WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK
The revamped SHS website (www.sarawakheritagesociety.com) and enhanced
Facebook presence continued to contribute to the visibility of the Society. The
website attracted over 3,900 visitors and 6,700 views in 2017.

The SHS Facebook page currently has 1,400 followers and ‘Likes’.
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PARTNERSHIPS
In 2017/2018, SHS collaborated with Friends of Sarawak Museum (FoSM),
Pertubuhan Akitek Malaysia (PAM) and Borneo Art Collective.

REVISED CONSTITUTION
Further to the motions presented two years ago, we have revised the SHS
Constitution to make it more streamlined and relevant to current heritage
management practices. We have also included provisions that the Registry of
Societies (RoS) considered necessary for the interests of the society.

STATUS OF MEMBERSHIP
Up to April 2018, we have 89 members, of whom 27 are in the process of
membership renewal.

MEDIA COVERAGE
SHS events and activities were covered by print publications such as The Borneo
Post, New Sarawak Tribune and The Star, with a total of 16 media mentions in
2017/2018 to-date:

2018
“SHS to present talk on endangered arts of Sarawak”- Borneo Post, 4 March 2018
“Japanese shipwrecks off Borneo coast WW2” - Sarawak Tribune, 8 Feb. 2018
“Sarawak Heritage Society to give free talk on WW2 Japanese shipwrecks” - Borneo
Post, 8 Feb. 2018 (not available online)
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2017
“Need to review state’s policy, framework on heritage assets” - Borneo Post, 18 Dec.
2017
“Heritage Society pays courtesy call on Karim” – New Sarawak Tribune, 18 Dec.
2018 (not available on line)

“Call for heritage buildings to be re-purposed”- Borneo Post, 7 Dec. 2017

"Renowned Spanish architect giving a talk tomorrow" - The Star, 4 Dec. 2017
“Sarawak Heritage Society holds public lecture by international architect” - Borneo
Post, 4 Dec. 2017
"Study to help assess Kuching’s conservation efforts" - The Star, 16 Nov. 2017
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“SHS: Govt committed to heritage conservation” - Borneo Post, 15 Nov. 2017

"Multi-pronged effort to adapt and promote cultural assets" - The Star, 16 Sept. 2017
"Melting pot of heritage to treasure" - The Star, 16 Sept. 2017
"Sarawak needs special unit to oversee heritage conservation" - The Star, 25 Aug.
2017
"An insightful talk on heritage conservation" - The Star, 13 May 2017
"NGO offers helping hand to protect state’s heritage" - The Star, 11 May 2017
"Conservationist: Start valuing heritage for its own sake" - The Star, 9 May 2017

[in italic characters: announcements of SHS events]
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APPENDIX

POSITION PAPER
November 2017
Overview
The Sarawak Heritage Society (SHS) was set up as a non-partisan, non-governmental and
non-profit organization in 2007. Our mission is to promote the conservation, permanent
preservation and sustainable management of Sarawak's unique cultural heritage assets,
both tangible (buildings, monuments, sites, cultural landscapes, objects) and intangible
(traditional arts and crafts, music, songs and dances, customs and traditions, food etc.)
Over the years SHS has organised talks, film screenings and visits to raise heritage
awareness for its members, the public and schools. It has participated in the development
of the Kuching Heritage Trail, piloted community engagement programmes, helped in
training tourist guides, and raised the alarm on some threatened heritage assets. The
upgraded SHS website (sarawakheritagesociety.com) and Facebook pages provide an
improved platform for knowledge sharing and exchange of views.
SHS believes that the delicate balance between short-term economic development and
heritage protection can be achieved. Many studies have demonstrated the positive
economic impact of agile heritage conservation and management. Indeed wise heritage
preservation can provide a significant boost to property values, job creation, business
earnings, household incomes and tourism. However, SHS is of the view that while the
economic considerations are important, they should not be the main driver of our cultural
heritage protection. Heritage conservation should be primarily an endeavour by
Sarawakians because we are proud of what we have. It is "Tourism from Heritage" rather
than "Heritage for Tourism".
SHS advocates the creation of clear and coordinated policy, strategy, regulatory,
institutional and financial frameworks to support heritage conservation and management.
The Sarawak Cultural Heritage Ordinance enacted in 1993 may need to be reviewed and
updated, then enforced more consistently. We also need to incorporate cultural heritage
management into the planning process, alongside economic, social and environmental
considerations. Government should also proceed with the gazetting of heritage sites that
have already been identified and Government Budget allocations should be set aside for
key heritage management projects and incentivising heritage conservation.
Although limited by human and financial resources, SHS could mobilise a small technical
team to conduct a rapid assessment of the public policy, regulatory, institutional, financing
and enforcement framework. This would require information collection from the concerned
Government stakeholders. SHS could also facilitate a baseline technical study by
independent consultants on Kuching’s heritage zone.

Introducing Sarawak Heritage Society
The Sarawak Heritage Society (SHS) was set up as a non-partisan, non-governmental and
non-profit organization in 2007. It just celebrated its 10th anniversary.

MISSION
Our mission or purpose is to promote the conservation, permanent preservation and
sustainable management of Sarawak’s unique cultural heritage assets, both tangible and
intangible.

VISION
Our vision is a Sarawak where all stakeholders value the rich and unique cultural heritage
and diligently contribute, directly or indirectly, to its ongoing sensitive and sustainable
protection, conservation and management.
Over the years SHS has organised talks, film screenings and visits to raise heritage
awareness for its members, the public and schools. It has been instrumental in the
development of the Kuching Heritage Trail, which it hopes to continue to enhance. It has
piloted community engagement programmes in Siniawan and the Fort Alice restoration
project. It contributed to the training of tourist guides. It has raised the alarm on some
threatened or disappearing heritage assets. The recently upgraded SHS website
(sarawakheritagesociety.com) and Facebook pages provide an improved platform for
knowledge sharing and exchange of views.
SHS website
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SHS View of the Heritage Situation in Sarawak
Sarawak has an extraordinary history with a diversity of peoples bringing about a real
confluence over the years. This has created a unique fusion of architectures and
monuments, customs and traditions, arts and crafts, song and dance, and generally
lifestyle, sometimes called the “Sarawakian way”. It has made Sarawak a verdant place for
good, secure, pleasant and quality living. Our wholesome, rich and unique heritage is a
precious gift, not only for Sarawakians, but also for visitors and indeed for mankind. “My
heritage has been my grounding and it has brought me peace”, the actress Maureen
O’Hara once wrote.
1.

Managing and protecting our cultural heritage
Management of cultural heritage is important to strengthen Sarawak’s identity in
a fast-moving world, swept along by market-driven forces of globalisation. This
applies both to ‘tangible’ heritage (buildings, monuments, sites, cultural
landscapes, objects) and ‘intangible’ heritage (traditional arts and crafts, song
and dance, cultural practices). It is the blend of the two that gives Sarawak its
unique ‘sense of place’. It is in everyone’s interest that Sarawak’s heritage be
robustly protected and further enhanced by all Sarawak residents and by the
State Government.
Protecting our heritage does not mean freezing our development. Rather,
well managed heritage contributes to sustainable development. SHS
acknowledges that the trade-off between short term economic development
and heritage protection requires a delicate and expert balance. We strive to
contribute resolutely and constructively to achieving this balance.

2.

Heritage and Economy
Many studies have shown the positive economic impact of agile heritage
conservation and management. Indeed heritage conservation can be a
substantial revenue earner for the state. Considering only built-heritage,
experience shows that conservation initiatives can have sizeable impact on
jobs, business earnings, household incomes, property values (with city
revitalisation programmes), and on tourism. Well-managed cultural heritage
brings in tourists/visitors. One might say that Sarawak’s rich cultural heritage
and natural heritage (including biodiversity) are the two main pillars of the
"Sarawak brand” which is a major draw of tourists. Wisely managed cultural
heritage can decisively enhance the perception of Sarawak by outsiders.
However cultural heritage protection initiatives should not be driven merely
by tourism promotion considerations. The SHS view is that heritage
conservation should primarily be an endeavour by the Sarawak people
anchored on our feeling of pride in wanting to showcase what we have. In
other words, we believe in “Tourism from Heritage” rather than “Heritage for
Tourism”.

3.

Heritage and Public Policy
Heritage conservation and management require clearly articulated and
coordinated policy, strategy, regulatory, institutional and financial
17

frameworks. It appears that up to now, these have not been affirmed
priorities of Sarawak’s public policies. One reason could be that they embody
long term objectives, which may have diffuse short term benefits. Another
reason may be that sound, productive heritage management is a delicate,
complex and demanding task involving a multiplicity of skillsets (planners,
economists, sociologists, architects, engineers, etc.) and stakeholders
(various Government or Government–related authorities, professional
bodies, community organisations, etc.). Some of the required skills may not
be readily available, and integrated approaches often face challenges.
4.

Heritage Legislation and Planning
Although the Sarawak Cultural Heritage Ordinance was enacted in 1993, it
seems to have been sparsely applied. To our knowledge, few heritage sites
(if any) have been actually gazetted since 1986. Also the Ordinance is silent
on some topics such as underwater cultural heritage (e.g. shipwrecks), and
there may be legal overlaps with the Malaysia National Heritage Act 2005. In
view of this, and also to include latest global ‘best practices’ on heritage
management, SHS views that the Ordinance and subsidiary regulations
should be reviewed and updated.
Over the years, this situation has led to the loss or deterioration of a number
of valuable buildings or sites, or damage to their environment. From the
perspective of the public and SHS, many heritage sites still remain under
threat, especially from "spotty", not clearly prioritized or uncoordinated
initiatives. Even Government-owned built heritage assets, which are
supposedly protected, have suffered from poor enforcement or maintenance.
To be effective, cultural heritage management needs to be fully incorporated
in the planning process in addition to economic, social and environmental
considerations. In the area of built heritage, in order to counterbalance the
constraints imposed by heritage regulations on the owners of heritage
assets, there is a need for tangible incentives to encourage conservation,
with funds provided for in the Government budget.
The old Brooke Dockyard

18

What SHS Would Like to See Happen
A.

From the Government
(1) Strengthened public policy, regulatory, financing and enforcement framework:
There should be stronger enforcement of the existing building and heritage
regulations. For example, the historical centre of Kuching is a landscape of
rampant illegal, often unsightly building extensions, signages and loud colours.
Part of Main Bazaar

(2)

Strengthened cultural heritage management framework.
The framework would have diverse facets, e.g. policy, strategy, regulatory, and
financial. Our view is that the first step should be to commission a candid,
independent review of the current status of Sarawak’s heritage conservation and
management.
The actual gazetting of heritage sites that have long been in the pipeline for listing, as
well as additional sites and areas, e.g. the old Hokkien School, Siniawan Bazaar, the
old Brooke Dockyard, and creation of a gazetted heritage zone (with specific
conservation requirements) for the historical centre of Kuching, based on an heritage
asset inventory.

(3)

Government Budget Allocations.
The State may need to consider providing Government budgets or measures (i)
commensurate to the maintenance requirements of the gazetted government-owned
heritage sites, (ii) providing financial support to selected heritage conservation
projects and (iii) providing financial incentives to private owners of built heritage to
conserve and maintain their assets.
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B.

From all Stakeholders

(1) Increased public awareness of heritage protection and conservation issues
(2) Grassroot willingness to highlight to SHS and relevant agencies those areas where
heritage assets are being damaged or improvement to heritage management is
required.
(3) Active participation by holders of heritage assets in their conservation and
management.

How SHS can Play a Key Role
SHS is a small organisation with limited human and financial resources. One of our key
strengths is that our members are passionate about heritage conservation and
management and have spent time thinking and discussing the subject. SHS has also
delivered a variety of programmes to enhance heritage awareness among civil society.
SHS is confident that we can contribute and value-add to the heritage scene. Here are
several concrete ways:
1. Conduct a rapid assessment of the public policy, regulatory, financing and
enforcement framework with a small SHS-led technical team. This team would need
relevant information from the stakeholders involved, primarily the Ministry of Tourism,
Arts and Culture; the Sarawak Museum Dept.; the State Planning Authority; Lands and
Surveys; the two Kuching municipalities; and LCDA. For such an exercise to be fruitful,
the concerned institutions should be mandated to share their information and discuss
issues openly. This assessment could be followed by a workshop to discuss findings
and chart the way forward.
2. Facilitate a baseline technical study by independent consultants on Kuching’s heritage
zone. The content of such a study could be the following:
(a) Provide an expert assessment of the built and intangible heritage conservation
potential of the Kuching heritage core, taking into account current and proposed
programmes and projects (e.g. Heritage Square, Heritage Trail, Keep Kuching
Clean, Beautiful and Safe initiative, etc)
(b) Outline proposals for a mid-term strategy and planning itinerary for the heritage
core
(c) Draft a Concept Paper / Terms of Reference for the preparation of an Inventory
of Heritage Assets and a Special Area Plan for the heritage core
(d) Present a technical opinion and suggestions on conservation itineraries that
could be envisaged for specific assets such as the old Brooke Dockyard and
the old Hokkien school building at Jalan Tabuan.
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ThinkCity Sdn Bhd, which has done valuable work in these areas in Penang and
other parts of Malaysia, could be a good candidate to undertake such assignment.
3. SHS will continue its efforts to raise public awareness through


site visits, field trips, study tours, outings, large and small conferences, forums,
talks;



communication (website, Facebook, publications);



better structuring of information on various aspects of Sarawak cultural heritage,
-

leverage on our website or FB community,

-

set up a structured photo bank of heritage assets,

-

development of a mobile app to support the Heritage Trail, etc.



collaboration with other stakeholders involved in heritage conservation: beyond
Government agencies, partnerships with Friends of Sarawak Museum, PAM
(Malaysian Institute of Architects), Badan Warisan Malaysia, other heritage
trusts and societies, and ThinkCity.



sourcing sponsorship for project financing, building on the tax incentives that the
private sector can call for when sponsoring heritage conservation activities.
The old Hokkien School building, Kuching
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Wish to join us ?

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

Membership renewal: 2018 form can be downloaded from our website :

http://sarawakheritagesociety.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/SHS-2018-Membership-Renewal-Form.pdf
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A montage of built heritage in Kuching.
From top left, clockwise: Darul Maziah, Round Tower & Pavilion buildings, Main Bazaar shophouses,
Museum Bandstand, Tua Pek Kong Temple, Square Fort, Hokkien School, and Brooke Dockyard
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